MEDIA RELEASE

For immediate release: XX July 2010
PLAYDAY 2010 – COMMUNITY FUN FOR EVERYONE
Playday, the national day for play is on Wednesday 4 August 2010, and [Name of town/community/region] will be celebrating this summer at [venue, times], with [list the attractions on as part of your event], organised by [your organisation].
As well as a celebration of children's right to play, Playday is also a national campaign that raises awareness about some serious issues affecting children's play, run by Play England part of national children’s charity, NCB. 

This year’s theme Our place aims to tackle some of the restrictions faced by children wanting to play where they live, and asks everyone - young and old - to help create better places for all of us to live and play. 

[It is always best to include a quote from a local spokesperson if you’re targeting local media.  But, but if you don’t want to, or can’t think of what to say, feel free to use the quote below] 

Amy Little, Senior Campaigns Officer at Play England, said: “We know from our own research and from speaking to children, parents, and other adults, that children need freedom and space to play in their own communities, and communities want that to happen. Sadly today’s children don’t have the freedom and space to play enjoyed by their parents and grandparents before them, and that’s something we’re campaigning to change. Playday is an opportunity to get people talking about the issue, to get communities together to support children’s play, and most of all to have a lot of fun in the process. “
To mark Playday 2010, Play England will release new research examining play in the community, looking at how we feel about our neighbours and whether our towns and communities are safe and friendly for children.
-Ends-

Notes for editors:


1. Add any further details of your Playday event, including photo-calls or other activities that may interest the media.

2. Add details of your organisation (if applicable).
3. For more information about Playday and the Our Place campaign, visit www.playday.org.uk


4. Playday is the national day for play, coordinated by Play England, part of NCB, working in partnership with PlayBoard Northern Ireland, Play Scotland and Play Wales. The national campaign involves thousands of children and young people getting out to play at locally organised events throughout the UK. Playday events range from small-scale neighbourhood get-togethers to large-scale public events organised by local authorities, national organisations and community groups. This year’s Playday campaign theme, Our place, aims to tackle the restrictions faced by children wanting to play outside where they live, and is highlighting the role of communities in shaping childhood.
5. Play England is a charity that promotes excellent free play opportunities for all children and young people. Play England provides advice and support to promote good practice, and works to ensure that the importance of play is recognised by policy makers, planners and the public. Play England is part of NCB and is supported by the Big Lottery Fund. For further information call 020 7843 6300 or visit www.playengland.org.uk.


6. NCB’s mission is to advance the well-being of all children and young people across every aspect of their lives. As the leading national charity which supports children, young people and families, and those who work with them, across England and Northern Ireland, we focus on identifying and communicating high impact, community and family-centred solutions. We work with organisations from across the voluntary, statutory and private sectors through our membership scheme, and through the sector-led specialist networks and partnership programmes that operate under our charitable status. For further information, visit www.ncb.org.uk

7. Research to support the campaign will be published on the Playday website – www.playday.org.uk – on Monday 2 August 2010. For more information contact NCB’s media office on 020 7843 6044 or email media@ncb.org.uk.
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