
Playday 2007 – Our streets too!

Street play opinion poll summary

71% of adults report to have played in the street or area near their home everyday when they were a child. This compares to only 21% of children today.

29% of children and young people and 39% of adults said that more space to play would make children and young people play in the streets or area near their home more often. Less danger from traffic was the second most popular solution given by adults (23 per cent), and children put less traffic in their top three solutions.

Traffic is considered the main barrier to neighbourhood play. Nearly 1 in 4 children and young people report that it stops them from playing out on the streets or areas close to their homes.

Adults also consider traffic the main barrier to neighbourhood play. 35% suggest traffic, 32% stranger danger/paedophiles and 22% parents/carers fears prevent children form playing there. 

51% of children and young people have at some point been told to stop playing in the streets or area near their homes. 

1 in 4 adults reported to have told a child other than their own to stop playing in the street or area near their home. Of these, 39% feared damage to property, compared to 19% who were afraid for the safety of the child or young person. 

Only 4% of adults think that children and young people should not be allowed to play/spend time in the streets and area near their home. But 56% of adults think children should be at least 10 years old before they are allowed to play and spend time in the streets and other public areas close to their home. 

The street on which they live is very important for children and young people’s play, 51% of 7-12 year old children are not allowed to play out further than their street with out an adult being there. 

As children get older they are allowed to play and spend time further away from their home unsupervised by adults. For example, the majority of 15-16 year olds can play as far as they want, whilst the majority of 13-14 year olds can play as far as their village/town/district and most 7-8 year olds can play no further than their street. 

56% of adults said that local authorities should take primary responsibility for improving the streets and public areas near their home for children and young people to play and spend time in.

After parks, the street is the second most common place to play when not in the home. 15% of children and young people play most often in the street, topped only by parks, at 26%.  
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Notes:

1. This research was commissioned to support Playday 2007: Our streets too! A breakdown of statistics is available on request. 

2. ICM Research interviewed a random sample of 1030 children / young people aged 7 – 16 across the UK by telephone between June 25th– July 8th 2007.  ICM Research also interviewed a random sample of 1031 adults aged 18 + by telephone between 6th – 8th July 2007. Interviews were conducted across the UK and the results have been weighted to the profile of all adults. ICM is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules. Further information at www.icmresearch.co.uk
3. Further research commissioned to support Playday: Our streets too! is available from the Playday website www.playday.org.uk or by request: 

· Street Play: A literature review
· Attitudes towards street play

· Word on the street: Children and young people’s views on using local streets for play and informal recreation
4. The Playday 2007: Our streets too! campaign highlights the need for change, so that children, young people and their families can feel confident about playing in streets and areas near their homes all year round. The campaign also highlights that play-friendly streets offer huge benefits to the whole community.
5. Playday is coordinated by Play England (formerly the Children’s Play Council), part of the National Children’s Bureau, working in partnership with PlayBoard Northern Ireland, Play Scotland and Play Wales. Now in its 20th year, the national campaign involves thousands of children and young people getting out to play at locally organised events. Playday events range from small-scale neighbourhood get-togethers to large-scale public events organised by local authorities and national organisations.
6. Play England promotes excellent free play opportunities for all children and young people. Play England provides advice and support to promote good practice, and works to ensure that the importance of play is recognised by policy makers, planners and the public. Play England is supported by the Big Lottery Fund. For further information visit www.playengland.org.uk  
7. The National Children’s Bureau promotes the voices, interests and well-being of all children and young people across every aspect of their lives.  As an umbrella body for the children’s sector in England and Northern Ireland, we provide essential information on policy, research and best practice for our members and other partners. For further information visit www.ncb.org.uk 
